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Reed and Rader

With  the decl ine of print jou rnal ism and th e rise of web-based
"zines", i t's no su rprise that technology is finding i ts way into ou r
favorite fashion editorials, changing not only  the way they 're
viewed bu t how we th ink of the photograph ic mediu m.

A rtists Pamela Reed and Matthew Rader -- col lectively  known as
"Reed and Rader" -- are in  the bu siness of creating "new real i ties,"
incorporating animation and interactivi ty  into onl ine-only
spreads. Blu rring th e l ine between real  l i fe and the static
photograph, their animated images are a bit l ike watching
fashion come jol tingl y , even frighteningly  to l i fe. Pamela
explains that "screens are taking over as the main place for
content consu mption  ... [and] technology h as the advantage over
print of being able to show motion and with  speakers, u se sou nd.
Why show images on  a screen sti l l? Technology now al lows for
those images that once cou ld only  be sti l l  on paper to now interact
and become al ive."

Both  hai l ing from Smal l town, USA  -- Reed from Pennsylvania
and Rader from Ohio -- the pair  met in  2002 on a "pre-Facebook
social  networking si te" and soon learned th ey both  attended the
A rt Insti tu te of Pittsbu rgh  and actu al ly  both  l ived in  the same
bu ilding. Their intense col laborative process has tu rned them
into "one person with  fou r hands." A s the du o pu t i t: "We
pre-produ ce together, we direct on set together, we post-produ ce
together."

A  shared taste for the su rreal  often yields interesting on-set
resu l ts, as in  a recent incident when a model  was asked to wear a
Star Wars' Tu sken raider mask on a beach  shoot. "A  you ng teenage
boy rode by  on h is bicycle pu mping one first in  the air yel l ing
'sand person!' It made ou r week."

V iew Reed + Rader's psychedel ic animated fashion shoots at their
website, www.reedandrader.com.
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